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Noel Spurgeon
N e w s  E d i t o r
While most stu-dents were relax-ing over spring 
break, the Rose-Hulman Hu-
man Powered Vehicle Team 
(HPVT) was hard at work.  In 
a move solidifying their pres-
ence in the Human Powered 
Vehicle competition, the 
Rose HPVT won first place in 
the East Coast Completion 
for the second year running, 
clinching the victory over 
Missouri University of Sci-
ence and Technology (MST) 
in the final event.  
Sponsored by the Ameri-
can Society of Mechanical 
Engineers (ASME), the East 
Coast competition pitted 
29 teams against each other 
in several events: male and 
female sprints, a design re-
port, and an endurance race. 
The sprint consisted of a 500 
meter run-up followed by 
a 100 meter time trial.  The 
design report is judged on 
innovation and design, anal-
ysis, testing, safety, and aes-
thetics.  The endurance race 
is a 65 km, four-rider event 
where the first rider must 
be female.  However, due to 
safety concerns at the com-
petition, the endurance race 
was replaced with a 2/3 mile, 
double-elimination drag 
race.  The race begins from a 
standing start, goes up a hill 
to a circle, around which the 
riders do three laps before 
following the 
s t ra i g h t a w a y 
to the end.
R o s e - H u l -
man placed 
well in the 
sprint com-




in the female 
race, and Dan-
ny Sing’s first 
place finish in 







first place not 
only overall, 
but in every 
aspect of the 
competi t ion. 
However, MST 
was close be-
hind, winning second place 
in the design report judging 
and first in the female sprint, 
which is weighted more 
heavily than the male sprint. 
Both Rose-Hulman and 
MST were eliminated in 
round three of the male drag 
race, which left the female 
drag race as the deciding 
factor in the competition. 
Because there is no accept-
ed scoring methodology for 
the drag race, Rose-Hulman 
HPVT had to win the female 
event in order to be assured 
of victory, despite their sub-
stantial lead from the design 
category.  The final round of 
the drag race came down to 
two undefeated teams: Rose-
Hulman and MST.  Rose-Hul-
man got off to a strong start 
and, despite MST catching 
up on the final push of the 
straightaway, Rose-Hulman 
won by about four lengths.
“It was the single great-
est moment of my life,” said 
team member Chris Wlezien, 
“Everyone was shouting and 
cheering… it was just great.”
According to the team, 
Rose-Hulman HPVT’s strong 
point is design, which was 
essential in their victory.  The 
design of the vehicle used in 
competition is radically dif-
ferent from the norm, utiliz-
ing an innovative tub frame 
made of carbon fiber, Kevlar 
and Nomex.  The rider sits 
much lower to the ground 
than in other vehicles, and 
the bike is essentially com-
posed of the frame, with a 
sub frame built in to attach 
the front wheel, steering and 
pedals.  







The Food and Drug Administration has 
announced that it will accept a federal 
judge’s order to lift a restriction on selling 
the “Plan B” drug to women 18 years old 
and under without a prescription.  The drug 
is an emergency contraceptive that contains 
a high dose of birth control drugs, but will 
not interfere with an established pregnancy. 
Conservatives have denounced the decision 
as a blow to parental supervision of teen-
agers.  Critics of the drug also say it is the 
equivalent of an abortion pill, because it can 
prevent a fertilized egg from attaching to the 
uterus.  Recent research, however, suggests 
that while miscarriage of a fertilized egg is 
possible, it is not likely.
Bill would raise 
electricity prices, 
providers say
According to electricity providers, if Con-
gress passes a global warming bill with-
out allowances to utilities, consumers will 
face higher electricity prices.  The increase 
would result from legislation taxing gases 
linked to global warming.  The utility pro-
viders claim the best way to keep the elec-
tric utilities from passing the cost of reduced 
greenhouse gases on to consumers is to ini-
tially give away allowances to emit pollution 
and not to sell the allowences, as Obama 
has proposed.  His budget assumes the al-
lowances will be sold, and  uses the fees to 
help pay for energy costs and develop new 
energy sources.  Jeffry Sterba of the Edison 
Electric Institute said that if the bill passes, 
customers will be hit with paying both the 
price of the allowance and for technology to 
reduce emissions.    
Baby Shaker
 application removed 
from iPhone store
Apple Inc. has removed a controversial 
application called “Baby Shaker” from its 
App Store.  The application was created by 
Sikalosoft, and has the user silence a virtu-
al screaming baby by shaking the iPhone. 
After the user shakes the phone, red X’s 
appear over the baby’s eyes.  A description 
of the application noted that one should 
“never, never shake a baby,” but contin-
ued by asking the user to “see how long 
you can endure his or her adorable cries.” 
An Apple spokeswoman called the game 
“deeply offensive,” and said it should not 
have been approved for sale.
  RO S E-HU L M A N IN S T I T U T E O F TE C H N O L O G Y        TE R R E HA U T E,  IN D I A N A
O S E  T H O R N
The Rose-Hulman Human-Powered Vehicles Team competes in the ASME-
sponsored East Coast competition.  In an impressive performance, the Rose 
HPVT was declared East Coast Champion.
Rose-Hulman HPVT
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S p o r t s  E d i t o r
This past Wednesday, Earth 
Day was celebrated around 
the United States. Here at 
Rose-Hulman, the Sustain-
ability Team put together 
some unique and fun events 
in order to commemorate 
Earth Day.
On Tuesday, the Sustain-
ability Team wanted to dem-
onstrate to campus how 
much trash is produced in a 
day at Rose-Hulman. A total 
of one day’s waste from all 
over campus was collected 
and brought to the Quad, 
giving passerby a visual rep-
resentation of just how much 
waste is produced every day.   
For a smaller project, a 
compost bin was constructed 
with the help of the Sustain-
ability Club to establish a 
permanent location by the 
apartments so that food 
waste from Subway can be 
composted. The Team hopes 
that the bin can be put into 
use starting in the fall.
The largest event of the 
three, an Earth Hour celebra-
tion, occurred Wednesday 
evening. During this time, 
which is also called the No 
Power Hour, students on 
campus were encouraged to 
turn off as many electricity 
consuming devices as pos-
sible. In order to encourage 
student participation, the 
Sustainability Team threw 
a No Power Hour party on 
Speed lawn and used some 
electricity to watch Wall-E in 
the dark. Overall, the event 
had a good turnout, with 
about 150 students coming 
out to watch the movie or 
play sports in the dark.
Assistant Dean of Student Affairs Erik Hayes sophomore me-
chanical engineering student Andrew Hubble celebrate No-
Power Hour with a bonfire.
Tim Ekl / Rose Thorn
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“Working to keep the Rose-Hulman community informed 
by providing an accurate and 
dependable source for news and information.”
The Rose Thorn is published on Fridays





































































Crypto-Quote of the Week
By Melissa Brumbaugh
HVY MKIFWWUFCUM, FEM F RYEAQ VS RFJI 
_ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _,  _ _ _  _  _ _ _ _ _  _ _  _ _ _ _
IYCCVYEMUM DU FEM AQFIUM DU MVXE JQU 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _  _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _ _
 IJCUUJ. K XFI FSCFKM. K’D IVCCH, FNFE. 
 _ _ _ _ _ _.  _  _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _.  _’_  _ _ _ _ _,  _ _ _ _ .
EV VEU RUNKUOUM DU, K XFI FNN FNVEU.
_ _  _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _,  _  _ _ _  _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _.
Instructions:
Solve the puzzle by deciphering the following quote 
and figure out from which movie the quote is.  Each 
letter represents a different letter in the alphabet.
Hint (Solution = Crypto):
A=F   B=R   C=A
Large, furnished three bedroom apartment. 
Nine month lease available, $600 per month rent 
includes all utilities except phone and cable. 
Contact Dr. Ditteon (CL104, Box 171, ext. 8247 or 
299-5182) for more information.
Apartment for rent
3 Two 6 Bedroom Houses For Rent
Reserve your housing NOW for 09/10 school year.
Several 5 minute drive to campus from town, several 
near S. 6th and College Ave.  Large, private bedrooms, 
2 plus baths, C/A, 2 car garages, all utilities included, 
washer / dryer / fridge / range / and dishwasher.  Clean 
and well maintained with 24/7 service.  9-12 Mo Leases.  
In better neighborhood with ample parking.  Rose  and 
ISU occupied.  812-478-9286
Check out Sharp Flats East, just the first light after 
RHIT’s campus.  It is the closest off campus hous-
ing offering one bedrooms starting at ($460), studios  
starting at($395) and efficiencies starting at  ($360)  . 
Our  student community has clean, furnished  and un-
furnished flats, on site laundry, lots of parking, basket-
ball,   free WiFi,  and some recycling.  Our flats include 
all or some utilities too!
Call 812-877-1146 to schedule a visit at your conve-
nience! Or check us out on the web at sharpflats.com.
Sharp Flats, LLC
Instructions: 
Use the letters: E A R T H D Y S U  to fill 
in the missing spaces. Be sure not to re-
peat any letter in each row, column, or 3x3 
square.
Apartments for rent
Summer or Fall  1 to 3 bedroom apts. Stove/Refrig furn. 




3bd., 4bd., spacious, quiet for study, EXTRA NICE! Call 
232-6977 after 11 am,  leave ph #.
House for Rent
Studious, non-smoking, animal loving person to share 
house in 25th and Poplar area. $350 per month plus half 
of utilities. 317-598-0912.
Free admission
Apr. 30, May 1-2, 4pm-midnight
Food - Drink - Live Music
9th and Cherry, downtown Terre Haute
www.terrehauteoberlandlerclub.org
32nd Strassenfest
A Y T D
E T H S
H E T R
U A Y D
S H R T
A Y T H
E H D S
A Y E D
U H T A
Tim Ekl
P h o t o  E d i t o r
Though school may not have 
been in session for the Easter 
weekend, that didn’t stop Rose-
Hulman students from celebrat-
ing the season with a Dyngus 
Day cookout and concert.
Dyngus Day, a traditional 
Polish holiday falling on the 
Monday after Easter, originally 
involved children pouring full 
buckets of water on one an-
other, but has more recently 
evolved to include activities 
such as Easter egg rolling and, 
on campus, sausages and a live 
band.
“I’m not sure how the sau-
sages originated, but in honor 
of Poland we have Polish sau-
sages,” Anthony Klee, senior op-
tical engineer and SAB member 
in charge of Dyngus Day festivi-
ties, said. “I guess that’s kind of 
the focus, then the band’s just 
there for entertainment.”
This year’s concert was per-
formed by Scratch Track, a two-
man ensemble specializing in 
hip-hop and soul music. SAB 
selected Scratch Track specifi-
cally because they were differ-
ent than other performers Rose-
Hulman has hosted before.
“We tend to bring in a lot 
of solo acts where it’s just one 
guy…and I kind of wanted to do 
something different,” Klee said. 
“Usually we struggle bringing 
people into the concert, but it 
went well.”
Freshman optical engineer-
ing student Stu Falco agreed. 
“Dyngus day was a success, be-
cause I got a free late lunch or 
early dinner.  Hurrah for Dyn-
gus Day!” she said.
For the hundreds of students 
who partook of the Dyngus Day 
celebrations, SAB members 
spent relatively little time orga-
nizing the event. Klee, who co-
ordinated the event and hired 
the band, spent fewer than five 
hours in total organizing the 
festivities.
Rose-Hulman began observ-
ing Dyngus Day in 2004, after 
receiving the idea from the an-
nual South Bend celebration. 
South Bend’s event is second in 
size only to the world’s largest 
Dyngus Day celebration in Buf-
falo, New York.
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They were the only team in 
the competition to have this 
particular design.  The vehicle 
was designed with safety and 
simplicity in mind, effectively 
covering all the categories on 
which the design was judged.
“It’s basically the strongest 
thing we’ve ever made,” said 
team member Jeff Van Treuren.
This year’s victory was espe-
cially important to the team 
because it confirmed that the 
design changes they had made 
in the past year were truly ef-
fective.  The team eliminated 
empty seat space and replaced 
the old Nomex core with No-
mex ribs.  Also, steering was 
changed to a 4-bar remote tiller 
system that is both more stable 
and easier to control than the 
previous year’s model.  Also, 
the two halves of the frame fit 
more closely together and did 
not have to be taped in order to 
secure them, an improvement 
that boosted the aesthetic ap-
peal of the vehicle.  
The HPVT’s next competi-
tion is a Human Powered Race 
America event occurring this 
weekend at Indiana University-
Purdue University Indianapolis. 
They will compete in the West 
Coast championship in Port-
land, Oregon from May first to 
fourth.
Hate what you see?







































S t a f f  W r i t e r
Well-written stories have 
thought-provoking themes, 
tension, action, and an in-
tricate plot. When I go to see 
a movie, I always hope for 
a story that takes me on a 
mental ride through the tri-
als and tribulations of life. I 
would like a story that ties 
up loose ends and still has 
substance. More important-
ly, it can do all this while 
keeping the interest of the 
viewer until the credits roll. 
The characters in such 
noteworthy tales are more 
than faces on the screen 
– they exude the substance 
the film needs to stand out. 
They don’t follow a script, 
but rather behave how a 
regular person would in the 
same situation. That is the mark 
of a good movie – capturing the 
moment on set in such a way 
that it becomes real to the view-
er, something they can relate to. 
I live for movies with such raw 
and thematic appeal. With this 
in mind, I highly recommend 
“Slumdog Millionaire,” directed 
by Danny Boyle in conjunction 
with Loveleen Tandan, for it 
truly embodies what a good and 
memorable story is.
Based on the novel “Q&A” by 
Vikas Swarupl, “Slumdog Mil-
lionaire” begins in Mumbai, 
India, when Jamal is in the hot 
seat on India’s analog of the hit 
show, “Who Wants to be a Mil-
lionaire.” One question away 
from becoming a millionaire, 
20 million rupees, Jamal is ab-
ducted by the police working 
with the host of the Indian show 
because they suspect him of 
cheating. The film goes through 
the entire interrogation pro-
cess in which Jamal takes them 
through his life and how his ex-
periences enabled him to make 
it further than educated indi-
viduals on the show. 
These scenes are the back-
bone to the plot; the splicing 
and flashbacks were executed 
seamlessly, producing an el-
egant film. The story exhibits 
a constantly shifting timeline 
that was cut and reconnected 
in a way that enables the viewer 
to truly feel the emotions the 
characters felt growing up. The 
contrasting subject matter of 
love and money were constant-
ly at play, building the darker 
and lighter sides of the film and 
driving it to its conclusion. The 
movie was also very raw – the 
viewer is shielded from neither 
the will to live nor the harsh 
brutalities of growing up in 
Mumbai. 
Slumdog Millionaire is a dia-
mond among stones: an intel-
lectual movie in the midst of 
all the action-thriller sequels 
flooding the big screen. Howev-
er, it is also unique for its genre 
because of its captivating plot 
and action; you will be con-
stantly pulling for the protago-
nist and feeling the plethora of 
emotions  Jamal feels in this ex-
cellently executed drama. 
Eli Baca
S t a f f  W r i t e r
The box offi ce has been over-
run with ‘kid’ movies lately, from 
last weekend’s “Hannah Mon-
tana Movie” to this past week-
end’s “17 Again,” the cute little 
feel-good movies have been a 
nice change of pace from the 
indie fi lms and big 
franchise names, es-
pecially during these 
hard times. The tale 
of “17 Again” has been 
told before, though, 
and by many people 
(i.e. Disney’s “Seven-
teen Again,” “13 Going 
on 30,” “Big”), but the 
minor elements make 
the movie a little more 
special.
Matthew Perry plays 
the “I’m-sick-of-my-
life” guy, Mike, and 
ends up in his 17-year-
old body (Zac Efron), 
going to school with 
his kids and trying to 
re-live his dream of 
getting a scholarship 
to play college bas-
ketball. Since this is a 
feel-good movie, most 
audience members 
know that he’s going 
to take his life and 
turn it around, get 
back together with his 
wife Scarlett (Leslie 
Mann), help his kids, 
Alex (Sterling Knight) 
and Maggie (Michelle 
Trachtenberg), get 
through high school, 
and even get his best 
friend, Ned (Tyler Steelman), a 
girlfriend: the principal of the 
high school (Melora Hardin).
Burr Steers directs this ‘jour-
ney of self-discovery’ movie and 
does a pretty decent job with the 
recycled story-line. The movie as 
a whole fl ows well and there may 
even be some tears in the crowd 
by the end, but the funnier parts 
come from mishaps such as 
Mike’s K-Fed fashion disaster, 
Ned’s continually awkward pick-
up techniques, and even Alex’s 
pants getting lit on fi re. 
Many teen girls will probably 
see the movie to get a peek at 
Zac Efron, but their parents will 
stay to get a reminder of the old 
days of high school and how 
they can affect the rest of your 
life. Mike tries to convince his 
kids to be themselves and go for 
their dreams, whatever they may 
be, but he also fi nds himself at 
the end, to which I say cue the 
‘Awwww!’
Zac Efron and company do a 
great job with their characters, 
making them all believable, easy 
to relate to, and displays quirky 
features like knowing the “Lord 
of the Rings” Elven language. 
The interactions between the 
characters will leave most laugh-
ing pretty hard, and the pseudo-
fi ght scene between Ned and 
(recently young) Mike is some 
of the best light-saber work this 
side of the Empire.
One of the fl aws of the movie 
is Matthew Perry. For the brief 
time he’s on screen it’s hard to 
like him—easy to feel sorry for 
him, but really? I feel like I’ve 
seen this big lame loser many 
times before. Mat-
thew Perry, you’ve 
just crossed into Tom 
Cruise land—you’re no 
longer playing char-
acters, you’re play-
ing yourself. Another 
problem is the wince-
tastic come-on scene 
between father and 
daughter; what have 
been funny ended up 
creepy and made most 
turn away.
“17 Again” relies on 
old jokes and some old 
storyline plot points 
to create a decent 
movie—it’s entertain-
ing, but it’s really just 
a mish-mash of other 
feel-good movies, and 
it’s geared towards 
young girls. The fi ght 
scene between Mike 
and Maggie’s boy-
friend isn’t exactly 
believable—it’s funny 
how Mike gets bitch-
slapped—but the guy 
would’ve left more 
than a hand print had 
it been a real fi ght. 
From the cheesy 
moments to the geek 
heaven moments, the 
movie has something 
for the entire family to enjoy and 
laugh about. While it may not 
be something for a group of guy 
friends to go see, if you’re a fan 
of Disney’s “High School Musi-
cal,” then this movie is defi nitely 
a must.
A movie deserving 
of praise: Slumdog
The Rose ThornENTERTAINMENT4
Winner of ten Academy Awards (Best 
Picture, Best Adapted Screenplay in-
cluded), this will be a fi lm standard 
for years to come.
http://bollywoodbuzz.in
I think we’ve already 
déjà’d this vu: “17 Again”
Reviewer rating: 5.0 elephants Reviewer rating: 4.0 elephants
While not a stretch for Zac Efron (age 21, ladies) this su-
perstar had to have some hesitance in acting like a fa-
ther trying to ward off his daughter’s wanton lust. Ew.
http://17againmove.com
Melissa Schwenk
S t a f f  W r i t e r
I had made plans with two 
friends, Dana and Stephan, from 
Miami University of Ohio to meet 
in Indianapolis for a Death Cab 
for Cutie concert in Louisville, KY. 
As I waited for them, I realized I’d 
forgotten my coat at school, since 
it’d been hot outside as I packed 
my car.  Luckily, Dana happened 
to have an extra one for me to bor-
row.  
When we fi nally got on the road, 
it started raining.  Hard.  Like, 
can’t-see-the-car-in-front-of-you; 
hard.  Stephan was copilot and in 
charge of the directions I’d pulled 
from Google.  As the rain stopped, 
I rolled down my window to clear it 
off.  Stephan followed suit, putting 
the directions on the dashboard. 
He watched 
them to make 
sure they didn’t 
fl y out the 
window, then 
turned to me 
to say some-
thing.  Whoosh! 
Out the win-
dow they fl ew, 
b o u n c i n g 
along the road 
like tumble-
weed.  I have 
never been more thankful for my 
phone’s data plan than at that 
moment.  We re-googled the di-
rections and managed to safely 
arrive in Louisville with plenty of 
time to spare.  
The show was amazing, even 
from the very last row in the bal-
cony where we were sitting.  The 
two opening acts were almost 
as good as Death Cab itself and 
are bound to have a cult follow-
ing soon enough.  Ra Ra Riot was 
fi rst, fi lling the theater with a mix 
of rock and classical styles, two of 
the band members played electric 
cello and violin.  Cold War Kids 
was second, reminding me of early 
Modest Mouse.  When Death Cab 
came out at last, the hall exploded 
with applause.  Though everyone 
had been sitting for the fi rst two 
sets, everyone was on their feet as 
the fi rst strains of “Cath…” echoed 
through the theater.  The light 
show was just as exciting, though 
not recommended for the epilep-
tic.  After the show, all three of us 
invested in a Death Cab shirt (yes, 
it was an investment) and headed 
back to the car, 
Stephan drap-
ing his new 
shirt over his 
shoulder.  





had given us 
simple direc-
tions, but since 
I wasn’t sure 
where exactly that highway was, 
we googled the directions any-
ways.  We made it to the outskirts 
of Cincinnati and were traveling on 
what I thought was a city highway. 
Being from Indiana, I assumed the 
speed limit was 55 mph.  Suddenly, 
those dreaded blue and red lights 
appeared in my mirror.  “Must be 
an ambulance,” I told my friends 
as I pulled to the side of the road. 
It wasn’t.  I had just been bragging 
to a friend earlier that day about 
how I’d never been pulled over 
and karma was there to bite me. 
It turns out the speed limit was 35 
mph, twenty less than my speed. 
The offi cer took all my information 
then headed back to his squad car 
to play solitaire.  After what felt like 
an eternity, he came back and let 
me off with just a warning.  He gave 
us directions to the main highway 
in Cincinnati and asked that I slow 
down a bit.  
We set off once again, trying to 
fi gure out how Stephan’s dad’s di-
rections fi t into where we were. 
When that seemed impossible, 
we choose another route.  As we 
got off the main highway onto the 
exit, I noticed fl ashing lights in the 
road.  No, it wasn’t another police 
offi cer.  A woman was standing in 
the middle of the road, at two in 
the morning, fl agging us down.  I 
came to a stop and we all got out 
to see what was the matter.  She 
was on the phone with 911, telling 
them that a rescue unit was needed 
on exit four, that a man had been 
in an accident and was badly hurt. 
That’s when we noticed the man. 
He had blood dripping from his 
forehead and looked as if he had 
wet himself but he was standing 
and trying to convince the woman 
he didn’t need any help.  And then 
we saw his car.  It was in the trees, 
going the opposite direction of the 
ramp.  It was amazing he had even 
survived the crash, let alone got 
out of his car and was coherently 
speaking.  Dana, Stephan, and I all 
got back in the car to wait until help 
arrived.  Finally the woman got off 
the phone and said she didn’t mind 
if we left, so we started our car.  As 
we pulled away, we heard the man 
say, “I really didn’t want the cops 
to come, I’ve been drinking.”  To 
which the woman replied shrilly, 
“You’ve been drinking?  I’ve been 
drinking!”  
After we fi nally got our bear-
ings and were on the road home, 
Stephan started looking around 
the car nervously.  “I can’t fi nd my 
Death Cab shirt.  Where’s my Death 
Cab shirt?”  I turned on the light 
to help him but he still couldn’t 
fi nd it.  A few miles up the road I 
hear, “Melissa, I think I found it.” 
It had gotten stuck in the car door 
when we had gotten back in.  I 
pulled to the side of the road and 
he opened his door to discover his 
shirt was still in one piece but with 
one fl aw:  there were worms and 
what appeared to be fi sh guts on 
it.  He didn’t shut up about it, even 
after I had safely dropped him off 
at his dorm.  
All in all the show was amazing. 
The Palace Theater in Louisville is 
a great venue, with great seats and 
a cool Venetian atmosphere.  Even 
if we did get pulled over, got lost, 
and found some crazy drunk peo-
ple, it was a fun time and a great 
adventure.
On the dogwood trail
A tri-state adventure
Mitchel Ishmael
S t a f f  W r i t e r
I love how our breaks are 
scheduled at Rose. Maybe it’s 
because I haven’t kept in touch 
with many people from my 
high school; maybe it’s because 
I enjoy the solitude of being at 
home; maybe it’s because I get 
along so well with my brother 
and sister; or maybe it’s be-
cause I know my parents will 
read this article. Whatever the 
reason, Rose’s break schedule 
is great. 
Our break schedule is dif-
ferent from almost every other 
school because we are on the 
quarters systems and because 
it’s another one of Rose’s at-
tempts to make our lives mis-
erable by not letting us see our 
old friends. It is exactly what I 
want, though: frequent breaks 
(though not frequent enough) 
that aren’t too long, and that 
don’t follow any other school’s 
break schedule. 
Endings really are what give 
value to everything in life. If 
there is a final ending to some-
thing, you value it that much 
more. The breaks we have don’t 
linger; they aren’t one month 
long breaks at Christmas time. 
At a certain point when you’re 
home you can run out of things 
to do.  One usually doesn’t need 
four weeks to catch up on life. 
I need to recharge my batter-
ies as much as the next person, 
but once you’re charged, the 
extra time spent isn’t very valu-
able. We go into break knowing 
that it isn’t long, so we enjoy it 
to the fullest, taking every day 
like it was our last one outside 
of Rose.  And when you ask any-
one, they are never long enough, 
but it’s because they aren’t long 
enough that our breaks are so 
good.  I would always rather be 
left wanting more than having 
too much.
Rose’s breaks derive their 
beauty from the ability to be 
transformed into whatever we 
want. Whether you prefer to 
spend all your time catching up 
with friends or you like to relax 
at home with your family, you 
have the power to take whatever 
you want from your week away 
from Rose. I would rather hang 
out with my family because I get 
along with them so well, but if 
I ever get a hankering to hang 
out with old high school friends 
then I can call them up to hang 
out for an evening. With our 
breaks off schedule I can pick 
and choose the friends I want to 
see and how long I want to see 
them for. It is nice to have con-
trol of our schedule for a little 
while before Rose tears it all to 
pieces. 
In Knoxville we have this re-
ally nice road path in a his-
toric neighborhood with all 
these dogwood trees along the 
road. My family and I took a 
drive around it on the last day 
of break; all of the dogwoods 
were in bloom, set among ar-
chaic houses. On our short but 
sweet breaks, we have enough 
time to make these memories 
and spend with people we love 
without overstaying one’s wel-
come. It was so nice being with 
my family on the Dogwood 
Trail. 
The Palace Theater in Louisville where the Death Cab for Cutie con-
cert was held.
Stephan Grundy
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I have never been 
more thankful for 
my phone’s data 
plan than at that 
moment. 
Lindsey Saxton
S t a f f  W r i t e r
Right now, I’m sitting on the runway at the Indianapolis airport, 
waiting for the plane to take off. Seems like a normal flight, right? 
Not at all. I’ve been here for two hours and am expected to be here 
for three more. I know that bad weather can delay flights, but can’t 
the stupid airline at least let us off or give us something to eat or 
drink? That would just be too logical and nice to be something the 
airline would do. When I was a little kid, 
I used to look forward to flying; it was a 
fun treat that led to amazing places and 
new sights. Not anymore. I’ve come to 
realize that, when your original depar-
ture time is listed as 1:15pm, you prob-
ably won’t actually take off until after 
4pm. If you’re lucky, something I never 
seem to be when it comes to flights. I 
don’t understand how airlines can ex-
pect people to pay so much for their 
inhospitality and bad service. 
Right now, I’m sitting in front of a 
woman with the most annoying voice 
I’ve ever heard, listening to her argue 
with the hostess as to why they “can’t 
let us off the damn plane or at least 
give me a beer so I can get through this 
bullshit without hurting someone.” 
Close your eyes. Imagine Fran from the 
Nanny or Janice from Friends. Now, 
make their voice louder and higher 
pitched. That’s what’s reverberating 
around my skull right now.
And, the worst part is that I agree with 
her. I don’t understand why they can’t 
let us off since we’re not taking off for 
another two and half hours or at least 
give me a glass of water because my 
mouth is as dry as a handful of cotton 
swabs. I really just wish that the damn 
airlines would get their acts together. 
Though, I guess that, if the flight was 
on time and pleasant, I wouldn’t have 
anything to talk to the person in the 
seat next to me about, and awkward 
silence would ensue.
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Annoying airports
 
Have opinions?  
Send them to 
opinions@rose-hulman.edu
(1)  This Tuesday, for Earth Day, 
with others on the Sustainability 
Team, I threw a day’s worth of my 
trash and yours into the compac-
tor. Through thin plastic bags, 
I could see our cardboard and 
plastic and snack wrappers being 
crushed. Half of that could have 
been recycled. First thought: we 
eat a lot of chips. Second thought: 
we waste a lot. Third: we pay extra 
for wasting so much, twice: input 
and output, upstream and down. 
Fourth: it should be in everyone’s 
contract, once a year, to throw out 
the campus’s trash. Weigh it with 
our hands. Fifth: 2.9 tons of landfill 
trash daily. That’s about 30 grown 
men. Or one 2009 Chevy Subur-
ban. (Which it would make more 
sense to throw away.)
(2)  The same day, I lectured on 
some poems in which people en-
counter deer—living bucks, dead 
does. It’s hard, maybe, to feel too 
deeply about a deer dying by the 
side of the road, or to really get 
at that majestic frozen moment 
of meeting another animal in the 
woods. There are too many deer 
in our woods, they’re more a nui-
sance than a wonder, and we’re not 
often in the woods. But what poet-
ry does, what nothing else can, is 
put to words the wordless mean-
ing of encounters like those: the 
bloody possum, the sharp-eyed 
hawk. And maybe, at the same 
time, those encounters, they help 
us see who we are. Poetry’s not 
(just) about feelings—it’s about 
meaning. And it’s most deeply 
about seeing ourselves as others 
reflected in others’ eyes. 
(3)  Tell me that’s not what Earth 
Day is about.
(4)  Tell me that’s not what the 
work of the Diversity Council is all 
about.
(5)  Here’s my translation of a 
poem by Eugenio Montale (1896-
1981; Nobel Laureate, 1975). You 
didn’t ask for a poem from me. I 
can’t not give it. 
seriously.  Mark Minster
Maybe walking some morning in glassy air
 I will turn around and catch the wonder—
the nothing behind me, the emptiness back there—
 with all the terror of a heavy drinker.
Then, as in the movies, shot by shot—
 trees, houses, hills, by the usual deceit.
It will be too late. I will walk quiet,
 among those who never turn, with my secret.
Elliot Simon
S t a f f  W r i t e r
The US Department of Home-
land Security recently released a 
document titled “Rightwing Ex-
tremism: Current Economic and 
Political Climate Fueling Resur-
gence in Radicalization and Re-
cruitment”. Let’s start with the ti-
tle. First off, the document defines 
Rightwing Extremists 
as hate groups and an-
archists. Don’t ask why 
they’d throw them onto 
my side. I also like the 
addendum to the foot-
note “It may include 
groups and individuals 
that are dedicated to 
a single issue, such as 
opposition to abortion 
or immigration.” Bam. 
With one fell swoop, 
the government has la-
beled me a “Rightwing Extremist,” 
up there with the anarchists and 
KKK. Oh, the Pope too.
On another note, the document 
mentions that veterans have the 
capability to become “lone wolf 
extremists,” Which is a proven 
fact; after all, that guy who shot up 
an immigration center a couple 
weeks ago was just back from Iraq 
(note: he was actually a laid-off 
employee from IBM). Veteran’s 
skills make them a valuable target 
for recruitment, however. I would 
want someone who’s served a 
tour of duty on my side in a fight, 
that’s for sure. So nice of the gov-
ernment: “welcome back; thanks 
for your work.  By the way, we’re 
watching to make sure you don’t 
join people to fight against us.”
While the document makes 
several valid points (people are 
upset about the first non-white 
president, unemployment makes 
people unhappy), it is nothing 
profound.  It is a generally accept-
ed fact that several groups would 
be upset about the president and 
that individuals without money 
get desperate. The document also 
mentions immigration, which is a 
very amusing topic. While Mexi-
cans continue to come to the US, 
for whatever reason, they fail to 
associate with the land itself. I dis-
tinctly recall a pro-immigration 
rally in Arizona only three years 
ago where hundreds of Mexican 
immigrants gathered to show sup-
port for a more lenient policy. The 
rally got out of hand, and before 
you knew it there were a couple 
hundred Mexicans cheering and 
pulling out Mexican flags and 
complaining. A target for immigra-
tion policy should not be to make 
more “American” jobs, but rather 
to ensure that those “Americans” 
immigrating associate with their 
new location, rather than with 
their home country. I feel that ev-
ery individual at that rally should 
have returned to Mexico and been 
told, “thank you very much, come 
back when you want to be Ameri-
can.” You’re welcome to change 
the system, but in the end it’s an 
American system, and if you don’t 
want to live in an American sys-
tem, get out.
People are also afraid of inter-
national supremacy. With the cur-
rent tumultuous times, pirates ev-
erywhere trying to steal our stuff, 
North Korea pretending to not try 
and blow us up, the French criticiz-
ing our president, Cubans cheer-
ing for our president, who wouldn’t 
be afraid of the US’s international 
role? If we wish to remain a leader 
in the international sphere, the US 
needs to make several very strong 
decisions and enforce our role. The 
latest international movements by 
the government has been “we’re 
not doing well, so we’re not doing 
anything”. We talked with Russia 
about reducing our nukes, then 
Russia mentioned they’re build-
ing more nuclear subs because 
they still have less than the US. I 
fail to see how that will decrease 
Nuclear Proliferation. The US 
needs to make a decisive inter-
national stance to not tolerate ac-
tions that are blatant 
insults to current US 
policy, instead of just 
watching. Will we re-
taliate before or after 
a US target is hit?
Finally, the end of 
the document is by 
far the most fun:
Reporting Notice:
DHS encourages 
recipients of this 
document to report 
information con-
cerning suspicious or criminal 
activity to DHS and the FBI. The 
DHS National Operations Cen-
ter (NOC) can be reached by 
telephone at 202-282-9685 or by 
e-mail at NOC.Fusion@dhs.gov. 
For information affecting the 
private sector and critical infra-
structure, contact the National 
Infrastructure Coordinating Cen-
ter (NICC), a sub-element of the 
NOC. The NICC can be reached 
by telephone at 202-282-9201 or 
by e-mail at NICC@dhs.gov. The 
FBI regional phone numbers can 
be found online at http://www.
fbi.gov/contact/fo/fo.htm. When 
available, each report submitted 
should include the date, time, lo-
cation, type of activity, number 
of people and type of equipment 
used for the activity, the name of 
the submitting company or orga-
nization, and a designated point 
of contact.
So don’t forget kids, if you see a 
hate-group in the neighborhood, 
call the FBI or DoHS, they’d love 
to hear from you. Just don’t men-
tion that I’m going to be praying 
for an end to abortion, and want 
to purchase a handgun before the 
government tells me I can’t.
“
”
It is a generally accepted fact 
that several groups would be 
upset about the president and 
that individuals without mon-
ey get desperate.
Notes from an “extremist”
Predictions, and the reality of our times
Tim Boyer
S p o r t s  E d i t o r
It wasn’t the hole-in-one that 
wins you a free game at the lo-
cal miniature golf course. Junior 
engineering physics major Brian 
Kiraly aced the 204-yard 13th 
hole with a six iron to record the 
second hole-in-one for the Engi-
neers this year.
Aside from the hole-in-one, 
Kiraly is currently the lowest 
scorer on the Engineer golf team, 
averaging nine strokes above par 
so far this season and fi nishing 
in the top 10 in four of the eight 
events he’s participated in this 
season. This weekend, begin 
competition the Heartland Col-
legiate Athletic Conference Golf 
Tournament at Hulman Links 
Golf Course.
Kiraly recently took some time 
to answer questions for the Rose 
Thorn.
Rose Thorn: How long have 
you been involved in golf?
Brian Kiraly: I have been play-
ing golf since I was about 4 years 
old. My dad taught me when I 
was younger and I played com-
petitively at about the age of 5.
RT: You are the lowest scor-
ing member of the golf team. 
How do you work to stay so 
consistent?
BK: I am at the course as much 
as possible, but with our heavy 
course load it is never enough.
RT: This past weekend you got 
a hole-in-one at the Hulman 
Links Golf Course. How did 
that feel?
BK: It was a once in a lifetime 
experience. My first ever. It was 
a truly amazing experience.
RT:  This coming weekend you 
will competing in the HCAC 
Championships at the Hulman 
Links Golf Course. How do you 
think you will approach that 
hole that time around?
BK: I will just try to make an-
other good swing and keep my 
thoughts positive. 
RT: Are there any obstacles 
this year’s team would have 
to overcome to win the 
HCAC?
BK: This years team has a lot of 
talent, we are going to have to 
stay focused and play the best 
we can. If we can put together 
some good rounds we should 
have some positive results.
RT:  Do you have any activities 
or hobbies outside of golf?
BK: I do yoga, I love to play ping 
pong, I am in Blue Key and Tau 
Beta Pi. I am also a member of 
Alpha Tau Omega. I also enjoy 
the social scene of Terre Haute’s 
nightlife. 
RT: What’s the most meaning-
ful award or recognition that 
you’ve received?
BK:  I was named a hemingway 
scholar last year, that was pretty 
cool. 
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Track & Field ranked
No. 26 nationally
Engineer Scoreboard
      Track and Field
    March 28  
     Rose-Hulman Twilight Meet   




     Rose-Hulman               13
     at Hanover College       3
April 11
     Rose-Hulman                6
     at Hanover College       9
April 11
     Rose-Hulman                9
     at Hanover College       8
April 14
    Franklin College            8
     at Rose-Hulman             3
April 15
     Rose-Hulman                4
     at Univ. of Chicago      12
April 15
     Rose-Hulman                1
     at Univ. of Chicago       2
April 17
     Rose-Hulman                3
     at Bluffton Univ.           11
April 18
     Rose-Hulman               13
     at Bluffton University    1
April 18
     Rose-Hulman               20
     at Bluffton University   5
April 22
   Anderson University       7




     Manchester College      6
     at Rose-Hulman             2
April 15
     Manchester College      6
     at Rose-Hulman             2
April 18
     Rose-Hulman                 0
     at Mt. St. Joseph            2
April 18
     Rose-Hulman                2
     at Mt. St. Joseph             3
Rose-Hulman News
The Rose-Hulman Institute of Technol-
ogy men’s track and fi eld team stands No. 26 
nationally and No. 4 in the NCAA Division III 
Great Lakes Region, entering this weekend’s 
Heartland Collegiate Athletic Conference 
championships.
Rose-Hulman scored 173.67 points in the 
poll that is a combination of top marks by 
team members throughout the season.
Ohio Wesleyan University is ranked No. 10 
nationally and No. 1 in the Great Lakes Re-
gion, with Ohio Northern ranked No. 21 and 
No. 2 regionally.  Hope College stands 22nd 
nationally and third in the region.
Rose-Hulman recently recorded fi ve event 
victories and 20 top-fi ve performances at the 
Engineer Twilight Meet last Friday.  Individu-
ally, freshman Sutton Coleman has led the 
individual effort with a provisional national 
qualifi cation in the 400-meter intermediate 
hurdles. 
The 2009 NCAA Division III Outdoor Na-
tional Championships will take place May 
21-23 at Marietta College.  Rose-Hulman will 
host the HCAC Men’s Track and Field Cham-
pionships this weekend.
Hate what you see?






     Oakland City Univ.        1
     at Rose-Hulman             8
April 18 - Bluffton, Ohio
     Mt. St. Joseph                 0
     vs. Rose-Hulman            9
April 18
     Rose-Hulman                 9
     at Buffton University     0
April 8
     Greenville College         3
     at Rose-Hulman             6
      Men’s Golf
    April 22  
     Little Giant/Engineer Cup Match   
     Terre Haute, Ind.                                           2nd of 2
Football players named 
to Honor Society
Rose-Hulman News
Two members of the Rose-Hulman Insti-
tute of Technology football team have been 
named to the National Football Founda-
tion Hampshire Honor Society, in results 
released today by the NFF and the College 
Hall of Fame.
Seniors Tim Schrock  and Andrew Stew-
ard  earned spots on the squad, based on 
the combination of their on-the-fi eld and 
in-the-classroom achievement.
Bluffton University tight end Joel Sienicki 
was the third representative from the Heart-
land Collegiate Athletic Conference.
Schrock and Steward met the qualifi ca-
tions for the squad that included being a 
starter or key reserve with a 3.20 cumulative 
grade point average and being on track to 
graduate this year.
Steward earned three varsity letters for 
the Rose-Hulman football team and start-
ed for parts of two seasons on the Fightin’ 
Engineer offensive line.  Schrock captured 
all-conference honors after a career that 
featured 1,052 kickoff return yards to rank 
third in school history.
The Hampshire Honor Society consisted 
of 564 players from 266 institutions, a 27 




Hey, do you have journalistic integrity? No? Awesome, we don’t either! But seriously, you really should conserve your enviroment. After all, you should leave some nature for your descendants to enjoy. To watch a rosy sunset through a spring rain while birds chirp frantical-
ly, trying to find a place to roost before the howling winds tear off its feathers and drop its battered body into the next country. What I’m trying to say is: don’t worry too much about the fact that you are never going to have descendants, you’ll always have your calculator.
FLIPSIDE
Now for the low low price of 0 dollars and 0 cents!
This day...
...in history
1968: Student protesters at Columbia University in New York City take over administration buildings and 
shut down the university. Their protest was cut short when the 
demonstrators came down with a case of the munchies.
James Zhou
 Almighty creator of content
Wollstonecraftshire, England 
– Renowned electrical engineer 
Frank Steinman recently won 
the Shelley Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award in Robotics with the 
Frank Steinbot 2009, a novel sur-
gical robot that allows a human 
surgeon to operate on patients 
thousands of miles away with 
astounding accuracy. This is 
made possible by a rudimentary 
learning AI Steinman pioneered, 
capable of learning basic surgi-
cal techniques and procedures 
by recording the actions of all 
the surgeons who have previ-
ously used this device. What is 
more amazing is that the Frank 
Steinbot 2009 was created with 
a budget of only £875 (1280 U.S. 
dollars), making it ideal for its 
intended application, to bring 
advanced surgical techniques to 
poor and developing countries. 
Exactly how Steinman has ac-
complished this feat has caused 
his device’s reputation to be 
mired by controversy. Steinman 
has publicly disclosed that he 
built the Frank Steinbot 2009 
out of scrap parts he salvaged 
from derelict machines in the 
local junkyard. During his ac-
ceptance speech, he said, “As a 
proponent of green engineer-
ing, I thought it would be ideal 
to construct this life-saving de-
vice while simultaneously sav-
ing the planet.” 
High Priest Eugene Clerval, of 
the Church of Cog, vehemently 
opposes Steinman’s creation as 
an act against Cog. “It was the 
holy, just, and right way that for 
eons that the remains of ma-
chines past their functioning 
days were to be laid in peaceful 
and eternal rest in the sacred 
junkyards,” he posted onto the 
Church of Cog’s website, “It is 
most heinous that this Frank 
Steinman’s basic sense of mo-
rality was swallowed by his hu-
bris and he went to pilfer parts 
of beloved, aged machines from 
their resting places to construct 
his abomination.”
Local resident and Cogite Ann 
Taylor, a 3rd degree burn victim 
who has survived her ordeal by 
receiving immediate surgical 
implantation of donor organs 
and skin from cadavers, agrees 
with the high priest’s procla-
mation. “It is just unnatural for 
bits of old machines to be used 
to give life to a new machine. It 
makes my skin crawl just think-
ing about it.”
“My sister always wanted 
to have tea parties, but 
she never put anything 
in the cups...pissed me 
off...” 
 — Dr. Brophy. I want to 
make a joke here, but...
“Thank God for the anus.” 
 — Dr. Rogge.
 Otherwise, congress 
people would be even 
more full of cr*p. 
“We have a firing squad for 
people like you.” 
 — Dr. Moloney, who has 
not heard that we are let-
ting our firing squad go.
“If I say anything weird 
in class it’s the halluci-
nogenic spores in the 
mushroom. I mean the 
spores in the jello.” 
 — Dr. Mr. DeVasher, 
hallucinating about 
mushroom flavored jello.
“When your phone starts 
ringing, you want it to 
stop ringing. You don’t 
want it to blow up in 
your pants.”  — Dr. 
Galinaitis, who refuses to 
go near gas stations with 
his cellphone.
“So, you’ve all done the 
bisexual method?” 
 — Dr. Artigue, reflecting 
back on his college days. 
“You have to kill their 
freedom. You have to kill 
each and every one of 
them.” — Dr. Shibberu, 
who leads a sleeper cell 
of mathematicians.
“Why did I choose #8? Be-
cause I like the number 
8.” 
 — Dr. Aidoo, abusing his 
power.
“I’m sure she’ll accept my 
signature, she’s not 
tenured.” — Dr. Allison, 
showing Dr. Aidoo how 
to really abuse power.
“It’s interesting to know 
you can  be a genius and 
still be a dirty old man.” 
— Dr. Hoover. Hope-
fully, he is not describing 
himself.
“Numbers don’t just change 
values just because it’s 
quantum mechanics!”
 — Dr. Tilstra. Only the 
unimportant things can 
magically change posi-
tions, like electrons, or 
tremendous amounts of 
dark matter.
“It’s easy not to be addicted 
to crack.” — Dr. Stien-
stra. Yup, get addicted to 
alcohol instead, it’s legal 
and fun.
“Some of you bigots are apt 
to insist that circles be 
round.” — Dr. Leader, 
fighting for circles’ 
liberation and challeng-





Beauty contests still exist. 
Plastic surgeons express relief.
Page 3 
Find out which of your neigh-
bors are plotting to kill you with 
these handy tips.
Page  >.<




The Really Modern Prometheus Top “10” Ten
Matt Melton
 W h i t e b o a r d  D e c o r a t o r
10. Classroom Translator – You can’t understand your teacher? This 
guy’s been there, he can translate.
9. Nerd Run Coach – Seriously, by 2024, this will be an Olympic event.
8. Prank Consultant – Wrapping everything in your RA’s room in alu-
minum foil, awesome. Running a current through it via wiring it to his 
electric outlets, not so much.
7. Laking Assistant – Must remind the morons who can’t remember to 
empty people’s pockets before throwing them into the lake that elec-
tronics do not do well in water.
6. Geese Patrol – May or may not come with your own standard issue 
paintball gun.
5. Post Traumatic Test Counselor – Because you can’t legally get alco-
hol until you are 21.
4. Shower Enforcer – “Dude, you smell, take a shower.” Someone’s got-
ta do it, here’s to not making it awkward.
3. Sleep Deprivation Instructor – Warning, may cause: sleep depriva-
tion, drowsiness, apparent narcolepsy, irregular heartbeat, and regret-
table make-out sessions, but since it is required for graduation, some-
one should teach you how to do it correctly.
2. BSB 3 Bouncer - To be honest, I’m surprised some smart, entrepre-
neurial, and rather large freshman hasn’t already thought of this. Al-
though, that is probably the type of people that need to bounced out.
1. IM Sports Etiquette Enforcer – There’s always some douchebag from 
some hall that deserves to get slapped. In fact, Melton would do this 
job for free.
Alternative Professions 
Nick Easter - Forgetting that engineers tend to take dating advice seriously.
Would you rather?
Hobey Tam
 Fire ant breeder
Would you rather get your dorm pranked...
or...
Get your laptop pranked?
This space is intentionally left 
blank to save ink and to allow 
this newspaper to be recycled 
more efficently. Because it is 
really hard to recyle paper with 
ink on it. And not because of 
any other reason. It is purely 
because I love nature. 
It created tasty animals.
